Cellular therapy in orthopaedic surgery
Dr S. Schenk, Vienna, Austria
Summery
The possibility of having a cell therapy prior to orthopaedic operations is pointed out.  This therapy may be performed for local indications (e.g. distal displacement of the level of amputation in case of osteotomy, endoprothesis operations and fusion operations).  Furthermore, a pre-operative revitalisation enabling all of the operation to be performed on patients with reduced general condition or very old patients can be carried out.  Even younger patients can get cells preoperatively, on order to get better over the operation and to have the postoperative period of recuperation shortened.

Cell implantations can be applied postoperatively too, after complications occurring intra-operationally, as adjuvant therapy of delayed wound healing, respectively.  After fractures, bone operations with delayed callus, bone formation, respectively, cell therapy, as unique method of treatment, can, in my opinion, influence favourably the healing process.  Even if the process is normal, the healing duration of fractures may be shortened, a functional fracture treatment may be performed, respectively.
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